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the question, "Can a State carry on strictly according to the
principle of non-violence?" Candhiji replied, "A Government
cannot succeed in becoming entirely non-violent, because it
represents all the people. I do not today conceive of such r.
gclden age. But I do believe in the possibility of a predominantly
non-violent society. And I am working for it."57 In IS45 112 dis-
claimed interest in the problem and pointed out that "nowhere
in the world does a Si?.te without Government exist." But he
expressed the hope that if people continued to work for such a
society it might slowly come into being to an extent, such thai
the people could benefit by it. He also held that if at all ii could
ever come into being it would be in India; for this was the only
country where an attempt had been made. The way to work
towards it was completely to shed the fear of death.38

The ideal non-violent society of Gandhiji, unattainable due
to human imperfection, indicates the direction rather than the
destination, the process rather than the consummation. The
structure of the State that will emerge as a result of the non-
violent revolution will be a compromise, a via media, between
the ideal non-violent society and the facts of human nature. It
will be the attainable "middle way"39 of Gandhiji, the first step,
after the revolution, towards the ideal.

This via media will correspond to the quality of non-vio-
lence evolved by the average individual. Non-violence and
democracy are both rooted in the spiritual equality of all men.
Democracy to be genuine must provide adequate opportunity
to the weakest and the strongest. This cannot happen except
through non-violence.40 If political power is won through the
non-violence of the weak the State established will be at best a
political democracy or democracy as the machinery of govern-
ment. The external form, the constitution, will be democratic
but exploitation will continue, for the non-violence of the weak
permits the use of violence. On the other hand if the non-vio-
lence evolved in the revolution is that of the brave, the resulting
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